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Sample Questions for Physics C: Mechanics

 
 

PHYSICS C:  MECHANICS 
SECTION II 

Time—45 minutes 
3 Questions 

 
Directions:  Answer all three questions. The suggested time is about 15 minutes for answering each of the questions, 
which are worth 15 points each. The parts within a question may not have equal weight. Show all your work in the 
pink booklet in the spaces provided after each part, NOT in this green insert. 

 
 
  Mech. 1.  

  Students are to conduct an experiment to investigate the relationship between the terminal speed of a stack of 
falling paper coffee filters and its mass. Their procedure involves stacking a number of coffee filters, like the  
one shown in the figure above, and dropping the stack from rest. The students change the number of filters in the 
stack to vary the mass m while keeping the shape of the stack the same. As a stack of coffee filters falls, there  
is an air resistance (drag) force acting on the filters.  

  (a) The students suspect that the drag force DF  is proportional to the square of the speed : 2
DF C , where  

  C is a constant. Using this relationship, derive an expression relating the terminal speed T  to the mass m. 

  The students conduct the experiment and obtain the following data. 
 

      

Mass of the stack of filters, m (kg) 31.12 10  32.04 10 32.96 10 34.18 10  35.10 10  
Terminal speed, T  ( m s ) 0.51 0.62 0.82 0.92 1.06 

      

(b) 

 (i) Assuming the functional relationship for the drag force above, use the grid below to plot a linear graph  
as a function of m to verify the relationship. Use the empty boxes in the data table, as appropriate,  
to record any calculated values you are graphing. Label the vertical axis as appropriate, and place 
numbers on both axes. 
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 (ii) Use your graph to calculate C. 

  A particular stack of filters with mass m is dropped from rest and reaches a speed very close to terminal speed  
by the time it has fallen a vertical distance Y. 

(c)  
 (i) Sketch an approximate graph of speed versus time from the time the filters are released up to the time 

t T  that the filters have fallen the distance Y. Indicate time t T  and terminal speed T  on 
the graph. 

 

 

 
 (ii) Suppose you had a graph like the one sketched in (c)(i) that had a numerical scale on each axis. 

Describe how you could use the graph to approximate the distance Y. 

(d) Determine an expression for the approximate amount of mechanical energy dissipated, E , due to air 
resistance during the time the stack falls a distance y, where y Y . Express your answer in terms of y , m, 

T , and fundamental constants. 
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  Mech. 2.  

  A bowling ball of mass 6.0 kg is released from rest from the top of a slanted roof that is 4.0 m long and angled  
at 30 , as shown above. The ball rolls along the roof without slipping. The rotational inertia of a sphere of  

mass M and radius R about its center of mass is 22
5

MR . 

(a) On the figure below, draw and label the forces (not components) acting on the ball at their points of 
application as it rolls along the roof. 

 

 

 
(b) Calculate the force due to friction acting on the ball as it rolls along the roof. If you need to draw anything 

other than what you have shown in part (a) to assist in your solution, use the space below. Do NOT add 
anything to the figure in part (a). 

(c) Calculate the linear speed of the center of mass of the ball when it reaches the bottom edge of the roof. 

(d) A wagon containing a box is at rest on the ground below the roof so that the ball falls a vertical distance of 
3.0 m and lands and sticks in the center of the box. The total mass of the wagon and the box is 12 kg. 
Calculate the horizontal speed of the wagon immediately after the ball lands in it. 
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  Mech. 3. 

  A skier of mass m will be pulled up a hill by a rope, as shown above. The magnitude of the acceleration of the 
skier as a function of time t can be modeled by the equations 

max sin       (0  )

   0                          ( ),

ta a t T
T

t T
 

  where maxa  and T are constants. The hill is inclined at an angle  above the horizontal, and friction between the 
skis and the snow is negligible. Express your answers in terms of given quantities and fundamental constants. 

(a) Derive an expression for the velocity of the skier as a function of time during the acceleration. Assume the 
skier starts from rest. 

(b) Derive an expression for the work done by the net force on the skier from rest until terminal speed is reached. 

(c) Determine the magnitude of the force exerted by the rope on the skier at terminal speed. 

(d) Derive an expression for the total impulse imparted to the skier during the acceleration. 

(e) Suppose that the magnitude of the acceleration is instead modeled as 2
max

t Ta a e  for all 0t , where 

maxa  and T are the same as in the original model. On the axes below, sketch the graphs of the force exerted 

by the rope on the skier for the two models, from 0t  to a time t T . Label the original model 1F  and the 
new model 2F . 

 

 

 
 
 


