
Is max static 
friction greater 

than or equal to 
the total force 

pulling the other 
way?

Calculate the 
total force 

pulling opposite 
to friction.

Are you told that 
the object is at rest 
and is just about to 
slip, or that friction 
is at a maximum?

Perform 
Friction 

Test

END
The object is 

remaining at rest 
(a = 0)

Static Friction 
equals the total of 
the forces pulling 

the other way.

START NO

YES

Static or Kinetic Friction?

Calculate max 
static friction

END
Static Friction is 

at a max - use the 
formula to 

calculate friction.

END
The object is 

sliding.
 Use the Kinetic 

Friction formula to 
calculate friction.

Are you told that 
the object is 

sliding?

YES

NO

NO
YES


